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ABSTRACT: This communication intends to present the result of five research projects about maritime
safety and the protection of the environment, in which the above mentioned researchers have participated.
One of these projects has been financed by the European Union (SOSMER project, INTERREG IIl C
SOUTH, TREND), another one by the Ministry of Education (ref. SEC2003-08457), two of them by the
Xunta de Galicia (PGIDITO3CSO16302PR y PGIDITO4PXIC10101PN) and the last one by the Asociacion
Espafiola de la Industria Eléctrica (UNESA). Several books published lately and mentioned below show
the results of these projects. Moreover, the research results have been enriched by the debates and
discussions of the three international congresses about maritime safety and the protection of the
environment held in A Coruia: “Las lecciones del Caso Prestige” (21 and 22 october 2004), “Nuevos
horizontes ante la globalizacion” (1 and 2 december 2005) and “Una vision integral” (20 november 2006).

CONCLUSIONS:

Almost five years after the terrible accident of the “Prestige” vessel, important steps
have been taken to improve the maritime safety and the protection of the environment.
Nevertheless, there are important aspects that need to be undertaken.

From an institutional perspective, we have to emphasize the very important measures
adopted by the EU since the Erika accident (Erika I, Il and Ill), triggered by the Prestige
accident (in particular the European Maritime Safety Agency). The IMO has not been to
react because of the conflicting interests of member states. The Spanish government
has also reacted since the catastrophe enacting several measures. We should mention
the creation of the Center for Prevention and Response againts the Coatal and
Maritime Contamination (CEPRECO). After, an effective model of coordination among
the Public Administrations has still to be regulated.

From another point of view, prevention has been improved through the inspection of
dangerous vessels and the classification societies, but we must still improve the
operation of places of refuges and sea areas of special protection. In Spain, several
Autonomous Communities have enacted Contingency Plans, but the National
Contingency Plan has yet to be revised. The technical measures, used in the repair
and regeneration of enviromental areas affected by contamination, have improved
considerably. In the international sphere, the responsibility threshold for the damages
caused by oil spills has been elevated, but in Spain a lot has yet to be done to improve
our compensation mechanisms. From the perspective of the process, our jurisdictional
model is still insuficient to administer quickly and efficiently problems related to
maritime safety.
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